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What is it? 

The Joint Subcommittee to Study Mental Health Services in the Commonwealth in the Twenty-First Century was 

established through Senate Joint Resolution No. 47 in 2014. The Advisory Panel to the Joint Subcommittee’s Work Group 

on Mental Health Crisis Response and Emergency Services (Work Group #3) identified increased availability of 

telemental health services in the emergency setting as a high priority. An Advisory Panel work group on telemental 

health was formed to develop specific findings and recommendations.  Those recommendations became SJ 47 which 

passed the General Assembly in early 2018 with the purpose of advancing the innovative use of telehealth as a solution 

for improved mental health, behavioral health and substance abuse outcomes; and reducing barriers of time, distance, 

and provider scarcities for those living and working in the Appalachian Region of Virginia. This pilot includes 4 projects: 

1) Establishing and maintaining an up to date statewide Telemental Health Provider Directory;  

2) Establishing and incentivizing provider participation in a state of the art online Telemental Health Workforce 
Training program;  

3) Development and administrative support for a Telemental Health Network Infrastructure for rural southwest 
Virginia that includes provider outreach and recruitment, technology, technical support, program evaluation and 
business development;  

4) Continuation and expansion of Project ECHO, an evidence-based telehealth project that connects primary care 
providers with specialists, thereby improving patient care by providing community-based clinicians with skills, 
knowledge and support to treat complex mental/behavioral health issues in their own practices. 

Who is involved? 

The Virginia Department of Behavioral Health & Developmental Services is the fiscal agent for the State Appropriations.  

The UVA Karen S. Rheuban Center for Telehealth and the Mid-Atlantic Telehealth Resource Center (MATRC) is partnering 

with the Healthy Appalachia Institute at the University of Virginia’s College at Wise, Virginia Telehealth Network, and 

UVA’s Department of Psychiatry to implement the initiative.   

What can you do?  The pilot is seeking out mental health, behavioral health, and substance abuse practitioners to 

consider the following: 

• Consider Becoming a Telemental Health Provider: receive training to become a telemental health provider, be 

listed on the Telemental Health Provider Directory, and begin providing needed services.  

Who do I contact for more information? 

To get engaged or ask questions about this pilot, contact Madison Ferrell at mferrell@uvawise.edu or Derek Hubbard 

from Appalachian Telemental Health Network at dhubbard@uvawise.edu or by calling (276) 376-1099. 
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